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Success or failure depends upon the men behind the guns. 
We know that generalf do not fight and win battles. Command- 
ing officer! may plan, lead or direct how a campaign should be 
carried on. but all the planning, the leading and direccion amounts 
to naught unless nu n of courage, of valor, of ability and daring 
stand behind the guns. It is a well admitted fact that it is the 
man b< hind the gnu thai counts most in any enterprise. Upon 
the man in the treneh depends the success of the undertaking. 
So it is with Freethought. All the editors; all the leaders; all 
the plans formed would amount to but little were it not for the 
brave men and women who fight in the trenches, who give battle 
to the enemy from the firing line. 

William C. Daly, the subject of this sketch has long been 
recognized by those who know him as one of the force of active 
fighters in freedoms cause. A thinker, an investigator, a reasoner, 
an inquirer, he thought himself from out the orthodox supersti- 
tions of the day along economic as well as religious lines. He 
boasts to all whom he meets that he is not only an Athiest, a 
Materialist, but a Socialist as well, thereby indicating that he 
does not do things by halves, but travels the entire distance 
wherever a pathway is opened to him. Because ot his radical 
views on religion and politics he has been made the victim of 
capitalistic combinations, which induced his friends to take action 
in his behalf, and he is now a Socialist candidate for the office 
of Joint Representative in the General Assembly of Indiana from 
his district. All friends will join the Blade In wishing for him 
the success he so richly deserves. 

Born in Indiana, he has lived in the Hoosier State for the 
whole of his life. He first saw the light of day in Posey county, 
Indiana, a few miles west of Stewartsville. His father was a 
devout member of the Romas Catholic church, and emigrated to 
Am. rlct Horn In land. His mother was a pronounced Campbelllte 
and was the daughter of John Boyle, one of Posey county's 
.arliesi s. ttlers. From this it will be seen that his immediate 
IDOeitOTl had enough of the orthodox religion and to spare, So 
that his infancy was spent in superstition's environments. In 
these days, \V. C. Daly claims, that what he does not know about 
a general Baptist mourner*! bench is scarcely worth knowing, 
although he has long ceased to make even the slightest pre- 
tension in that direction. Concerning his religions experiences 
he says: 

"I never made a profession of any kind, although I was 
attentive to such matters in my boyhood days. I went to the 
Baptist mourner's bench, but was never able to obtain the bless- 
ing. I failed to get an audience with the old man above, hence 
no winter warmness or summer coldness. For these reasons 
I will never be compelled to make answer or give explanation 



to my children, my neighbor, or my fellow man for having ac- 
cepted or belonged to any religious creed. I am an Athiest and 
a Socialist. Robert G. Ingersoll started me on the road to Free- 
thought and Thomas Paine, by reading their works, finished the 
job for me. Later, I attended the Congress of Freethinkers at 
the St. Louis World's Fair, and there I heard our old friend, 
C. C. Moore discuss Socialism. He was opposing it but he let 
drop a few thoughts that took possession of me, started me to 
investigate and I became a Socialist. Investigation leads to both. 
Such has been my personal experience. I have never had any 
use for spirits, gods, ghosts, or hobgoblins." 

Brief as the outline above given may be It points to the same 
conclusions we have all reached, namely, that doubt is the mother 
of investigation and investigation must prove fatal to all ortho- 
dox forms. In Daly's case we have a living sample of this 
great truth, for no man in America is a more energetic and per- 
sistent advocate of his individual principles and beliefs than is 
Mr. Daly. Always sincere In his advocacy of what he deems to 
be right, he has compelled attention from the newspaper publica- 
tions of his community. He never hesitates to get into an argu- 
ment and Is willing and anxious to defend his principles against 
all comers. He never tires or wearies of good doing. He has 
given solid help to the Blade, believing htat one of the surest 
methods by which we can spread Freethought is by the dis- 
semination of good literature. His great heart is filled with an 
abundant charity to all and he holds malice toward none. 

We had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Daly and his little son, 
then four years of age, D. D. Daly, at St. Louis, and the meeting 
was all that could be desired, producing a mutual admiration and 
high regard. From that day Mr. Daly has been a frequent con- 
tributor to the Blade. The resolutions recently adopted by the 
Huntlngburg Socialist local in his behalf will speak for the 
high esteem In which he is held by his comrades. Those resolu- 
tions recently appeared in the columns of the Blade. 

Measuring men by their mental and moral worth, we can 
point to Mr. Daly as an exemplar. Could the cause of Free- 
thought boast a thousand men like him it would soon be made a 
tremendous power for good in the land. 

Measuring the man by his declarations we can best judge his 
character and make-up from his personal expression as follows: 

"If we had no love for mothers in this country there would be 
neither Atheists or Socialists. The principles of either of these 
will guarantee to her the same blessings through life and the 
same roses along the pathway of her future destiny." 

No grander sent intent was ever uttered and those who know 
him best say these are the principal characteristics of the man. 
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Reply to the Unquiet Hosts 



Arraignment of Socialism by One of the 
Most Caustic Writers in America. 



(By M. Grier Kidder.) 

Every rascal is Dante enough to suggest 
an Inferno which every fool is Dore enough 
to advertise. To the majority, thought is 
a stranger, or a white elephant, and to the 
variety of rascality and the vagaries of 
folly we owe the galloping nightmares of 
today. Wliile castle-building is the relaxa- 
tion of intelligence, it is the occupation of 
ignorance; the first doubts till reason con- 
vinces, the second howls: "Lord I believe; 
help thou mine unbelief!" 

Socialism may be defined as faith fath- 
ered by wish, manufactured premise in 
labor with impossible conclusion, expecta- 
tion sired by hope and damned by certainty, 
a will-o'-the-wisp in the cemetery of intelli- 
gence which has stampeded all the fools who 
were not haltered to the corpse of pre- 
oedent It is a species of emasculated An- 
archy to which it is related as varioloid to 
small pox, harmless theory to devilish 
practice. 

Human credulity is infinite, and if you 
make up your mind to believe an absurdity, 
you can believe it as easily as if you hadn't 
mind enough to doubt it. ignorance is not 
necessarily the mother of devotion nor in- 
telligence the father of doubt. Of the 
mind we know, relatively, nothing; literally, 
next to nothing. Psychologists grope their 
way until confronted by that veil that sepa- 
rates the proved from the unproved, known 
territory from Don't Know Land; that twi- 
light realm of hope, despair, fear, faith, 
.speculation, doubt and dogma. Folly rushes 
in where wisdom fears to tread, and to the 
vulgar, the Promised Land is realized by de- 
sire even if "Jordon rolls between." 
Mystery invites, alike, the investigation of 
reason and the faith of fancy. 

I have never met a Socialist who could 
define Socialism or could believe in my 
definition. He seems to think that, as in 
theology, if you understood what is preached 
tin re would be no room for faith. Why tell 
me that "poverty is a bad thing!" That's 
stale! Or that, "Existing conditions are not 
favorable to a poor man!" What conditions 
arer or that "The trusts grab all they can 
reach!" Who doesn't? He deluges me with 
what I know and calls me a damn fool 
because I ask him to tell me what I don't 
know, and, perhaps, I am. I don't want the 
doctor to tell me I am sick, or that poor 
health Is worse than good health. I knew 
that before he arrived; what I want to know 
is, how to get well. Hypotheses are cheap, 
impressions cost nothing, and an unproved 
assertion merely calls attention to the as- 
stiter; so does a bray. The Socialist ex- 
plains what nobody knows in language 
nobody understands; emphasized gibberish 
substantiating nonsense! His dream, while 
too complicated for analysis, is too 'pleasant 
to repudiate; he doesn't know what he has 
hold of, but it's too good to let go. If you 
try to tell him what Socialism is, he thinks 
you are crazy; if he tries to tell you, you 
are certain he is. He is the only missionary 
I have met who gets angry if you ask him 



to explain his creed; the only man I know 
of who considers you personal when you try 
to quench your thirst for a little useful In- 
formation. No sane man looks for agree- 
ment between poverty and wealth in po- 
litical economy; man is the creature of his 
environments, the slave of his surroundings, 
the essence of his association; change of 
state Is change of nature. Nothing Is 
naturally jealous of something; envy is the 
homage that failure pays to success; he that 
never covets never emulates. 

Socialists agree that rent, Interest and 
patent laws are iniquitous. I must pay the 
carpenter wages for building my house, but 
he shouldn't pay me rent for living in it; 
I pay you mule hire, but ycu shouldn't pay 
me money hire. Of course, they believe in 
cooperation; what poor man does not? 
They can't see that the truest benevolence 
is the benevolence that guarantees one 
against the benevolence of others Poverty 
is not only uncomfortable; it is dishonor- 
able; it is dangerous; there is nothing more 
threatening than an empty stomach; destitu- 
tion is the prolific mother of temptation. 
Yet poverty, like bad health, is in the ma- 
jority of cases self-inflicted. An unmarried 
man receives five dollars a day for ten 
years, wastes it on whiskey and other lux- 
uries, then assails "existing conditions." 
And of such is the kingdom of Socialism! 
To wear the crown, you must firs: bear the 
cross. Wealth, like other good things, cost 
something; if this wasn't so there would be 
no premium on good things. For my poverty 
I blame myself; I ate my cake; it was good, 
and digestion thereof perfect. Now I con- 
sole myself with the consciousness, that 
while Rockefeller can't eat what he likes, 
I could, If I could get It. I have never had 
dyspepsia, and under "existing conditions," 
I don't believe I'll catch it. 

Well, suppose Socialism is realized, will 
our officeholders be kept honest by their 
love for their constituents? 1 asked a 
Socialist that, and he said that under 
Socialism there would be nothing to steal, 
and I said I thought so, tro. So, you see, 
wo agre? on some things, after all. These 
politico-economic vertebrates lay great 
stress on the amount of money a man makes 
dishonestly, and until they have decided 
how much he can make honestly, the 
Socialist Party will remain conscientiously 
poverty stricken. To do Socialists justice, 
they are necessary in Russia, Spain, and 
Italy; so would an epidemic be. In short, 
Socialism is necessary where there can be 
no change without improvement; no revolu- 
tion without evolution. But after the Gov- 
ernment is subverted, Socialism's solicitude 
should cease; the time is then ripe for those 
who can build up and keep up. I know 
somewhat of my text because I was in San 
Francisco when the Government was Social- 
ism intensified by the Rev. Peter C. Yorke. 
We had to put everybody in jail to stop co- 
operative improvement. If ihere was ever a 
time when the workingman had his fling, it 
was then. If there was over prima facie 
evidence that rascals can lead fools to the 
satisfaction of both, thle unhappy city fur- 
nished it. It is noteworthy as being the 
only case on record when Socialists recog- 
nized their need of a ' 



As to the trusts, a trust is as useful in 
building up a new country as Socialism is 
in tearing down an old Government. But, 
like Socialism, the trust shows a disposi- 
tion to survive its usefulness. This Is large- 
ly due to the fact that men, assuming risk 
for profit, are naturally slow in surrendering 
profit for principle. Socialists say the rail- 
roads stele — if they hadn't, what would 
there be for any body else to steal? Sup- 
pose Morgan and Harriraan arc rascals*, 
tin y employ thousands who are not. If the 
Southem Pacific pilfered land it gave us the 
rullman for the ox-cart. If Rockefeller 
monopolized oil, he raised its quality and 
lowered its price. Now, which are most use- 
ful to the country — syndicates that are pro- 
gressive for profit or Socialists that are 
paupers for principle? I don't believe in 
the divinity of Mr. Rockefeller; I'm a Uni- 
tarian. 1 care not whether he be hypocrite 
or consistent deepwater Baptist; his divinity 
and dampness are alike immaterial to me. 
Lut in doing much for himself he has done 
mere for millions, and any man who Is not 
socialistic-ally idiotic, knows I speak the 
truth. Periodically, some crank bewails the 
lack of Christ like principles in our corpora- 
tions. The Beatitudes would be as much 
out of place in modern finance as the Holy 
Family's flight Into Egypt by automobile. 
The majority of these capitalists were poor; 
Huntington was the son of a Yanke«- mn 
brella mender; Carnegie was poor and a 
Scotch Presbyterian at the same time; 
Kockefel'er hadn't the money to buy en< 
oil to lubricate a gimlet; Jay Gould 

Penniless; Lipton belonged to the s 

syndicate: Harriman was as poor as a rat. 
But to these men poverty was monotony; 
appetitie, lack of variety. Money was their 
God, and there wasn't a backslider in the 
congregation. Instead of worrying about 
others, each made a specialty of his own 
business. Result, concentration and its 
legitimate child. Success! "The tools to 
him wlij can use them!" Let him who 
can't, make way for him whe can. Criticism 
of others comes naturally to the man who 
is honest from lack of temptation and sinless 
from waat of opoprtunity. "He who never 
made mistakes never tried to make anything 
•!»•!" Now, Haywood is Socialist candi- 
date tor Pr« sident of the United States. And 
tiese are the men whose war cry Is 
"Equality!"— whose expectation is "mutual 
h«lp!" and whose dream Is a Utopia found- 
ed on laziness and governed by conscience. 

Conscience is, to a great extent, regu- 
lated by the absence of opportunity, and 
the presence of the police No one knows 
the strength of his principles until It has 
been tested; integrity is to temptation as 
theory to practice, fits or misfits awaiting 
trial. The penitentiary is made up of the 
bad who didn't want to Uy from tepnita 
tion and didn't; and the good who did 
want to but couldn't. The tuly safe course 
morally io to do nothing, for he who does 
something is in danger of doing something 
wrong. Enterprise introduces its disc iple 
to many phases of temptation to which the 
fcloth Is never exposed. The best man mav 
be open to the criticism of the worst. 

As to what a man should give away, it 
strikes me that this depends, somewhat, on 
how he feels about it. Every rich man is 
overwhelmed with appeals for help; you 
ocght to see some of the letters I receive. 
Philanthropy is good to a certain extent, 
but most of us prize the philanthropy in 
the proportion that we can use the philan- 
thropist. Looking out for another atrophies 
your faculties for looking out for yourself 
while invitiug no other to look out for you. 
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Under Socialism, of course, there would be 
a mutua looking out. The man who had 
devote d tiin. , labor and health to acquiring 
MMnething would "divy," finding his reward 
in the applause of bli conscience. 

This equality, mutual honsflt ■■sortition 
theory isn't new; the Bpartaui t-^ed it, the 
Puritans tried it, I tried it; a friend and 
I agreed to ihare i room, be to cook one 
<i; \. I another. At the end of the first 
month h< evaporated lurreptitiously, leaving 
Be to pay rent and carrying off my pajamas 
and Umbrella That cured me of "collective 
ownership.*' My only consolation is the 
bone tbal through the sslsstanoe of my cook- 
ing be has become a confirmed dyspeptic. 

As I said SDOVe, Ban Francisco tested the 
Altruistic doctrine. What God Almighty 
foigot to equalize with his earthquake, the 
working man evened off wiLh his vote. The 
Infinite baa received several valuable sug- 
gestions from this town of late. 

Pensioi lag the aged, which Socialists ad* 
rocate, has this drawbaok; the certainty of 
a future pension would guarantee nothing 
hut aft tO ju - tit . i-; e\.ryboc,y in the 
l>" >' nf \>ouhi bank <»n the tuture at every- 
body else's frypenfr : it wou'd be the death 
blow 10 prudence, the blinding of foresight. 
W n sav< because they have to save; all the 
virtues aprtog from necessity. We amount 
t<> son,,- niim i,. cause there is no choice be- 
Lween BOOK thing and nothing. The poor boy 
w< rka for a modest competence; that real- 

iaedi hal it. horn of necessity, becomes sec- 
ond nature, and he can't stop; few men 
n i Use lmm< nse wealth with malice afore- 
thought. The poor box baa tin- advantage 
of have to;" the rich hoy the disadvantage 

of "already bave. H \ fatuity or organ 
coddled by prosperity atrophies; adversity 
i.- the soli ipur, tear of starvation the only 
■timulent Under Socialism, such progress 

is impossible. W hy should you clip my 
wings because you can'l by! A dependent 
family may stir a man's <nergy; hardly a 
d< pendent neighbor. It's the old, old story, 
wait for the other fellow to do something, 
then "do ' him. 

Socialism is the dream of fools, the 
vision of Idiots, the apocalypse of lunatics. 
\\ are told that when this mlllenium ar- 
rives, no OM will haVS to work more than 

three boura a day. Bvery town will have a 

lug department stOfS to which every man 
will carry a ticket to draw hi* rations. 
There win be neither class ' four hundred," 
noi 'Newport sot;' everybody will call 
everybody else "Tom," "Dick* o.- "Harry." 
tfxeluaiw neas win be the unpardonable sin, 
and a tendenci to pick your own company, 
rocial blasphemy. The elegancies of lite, 

ait, literature, i-ainting, music, everything 
thh( liberty fosters, will be stilled in the 
tot id atmosphere of tliis moral quagmire of 
poverty, Ignorance, equality, laziness, 
tn e i<>\ «• an.i uttolersooe. This 
d r sam la soothed by a literary lullaby nlek- 
namod. An appeal to lit a. on." "(he which 
if any man b. liev. th be shall be saved, and 
he that U4 lleveth not shall be damned.' 

Abrup reformation must over be a fail- 
ut». Evolution, the slow and tireless mis- 
sionary, carries us gradually toward per- 
f ction, hut that state ot atagnatU B we shall 

m rer pi ach< Rob man of his boot for bet- 
ter thingl and ho becomes a clam; keep him 
from going ahead and he goes backward. 

Without a vision, the people perish," but 
the vision must paint a wel'-deflned ideal on 
their horizon of hope. At. we attain one 
tdtal, WO create another. Korge' our ideal 
in contei iment and wo are lost! Our happi- 
ness lies in our determinrtion to realize; 
roalizaticu satisfies but for a moment. 
Specious sophistry is the logic of little 



minds and a sermon with "equrd division" 
for its text never lacks a congregation. The 
thirst to possess a thing is not quenched bv 
the knowledge that another possesses it*; 
tie sanctity of ownership appeals mostly to 
the owner. 

Man may reach that angelic state in 
which mutual solicitude warrants consci- 
entiousness and sense of duty crowds out 
selfishness, but If he does, he will be a 
negative namby-pamby bepanted nothing, 
good through weakness, self-sacrificing 
thiough lack of ambition. The world is 
unfitted for angels at present, and the 
brother who has all the virtues, if you do 
not watch him, is going to have something 
elfo thar doesn't belong to him Canada 
is largely peopled by runaway saints whose 
salntliness lacks sufficient alloy of deviltry 
to kerp it sweet. Where individuality is, 
wealth is; where wealth is, security is; 
there is little to reassure in a eonnnunty 
whose honesty is the necessary result of 
its poverty. When I discover equality in 
feur-lfgged animals, I'll hunt for it in the 
two-legged. Then why try to equalize arti- 
ficially the naturally unequal? Socialists 
Complain that the present laws favor the 
nth; under Socialism the law would im- 
partially coerce everybody and repress alike 
budding ambition and blossoming aspiration 
whether prompted by money or setSfice. \ 
marked trait in man is to consider some- 
thing new and unanswerable because he has 
Just heavd of it, and nobodv thinks it worth 
ai swerlng. What pleases the vulgar con- 
vinces 'hem; emotion is thai] thought; 
imagination their proof. 

There is no real harm m Socialism; on 
lh<- contrary it is a psychological question 
of considerable importanc- to the Insane 
specialist its harmlessnesB lies in its want 

of a definition; there Is no settled delusion 
that the patients are enabled to find and 
fortify, cnly a variety of emphasized symp- 
toms on a fruitless hunt for a definite 
disease, u mania whose bewitching con- 
victions stimulate the ecstacles of the 
f( eble-mfnded to expect a heavm where 
milk and honey will be free, sort of "forty 
acres and a mule," rhapsody win re house 
r< nt will cease to trouble and the lazy be 
at rest. 

I have collected considerable data from 
the afflicted, partly because, in spite of 
my modesty, I feel intellectual by com- 
Piiison when talking with ihem, and 
largely from the fact that a certain class 
of people • insist upon finding ii me con- 
genial company. Sometime ago a man. 
wljo had broken out of the Illinois State 
Insane Asylum and started a paper before 
he was taught, wrote to me, , asking for a 
<•< ntribution. He said that the "Lunatic 
Herald" would be devoted to showing that 
the only sane were In the asylums and the 
only in.;. no out. He also said he was a 
Socialist: in fact, his call to the uncon- 
verted was replete with superfluous Infor- 
mation, And yet, be came nearer defin- 
ing Socialism than any of his confreres to 
whom I have gone for facts; ah of which 
I attribute to the high grade he has at- 
tuned in his cult. 

Only the ridiculous can be ridiculed; 
nothing worth living need be hedged about 
w:ih lau^h-proof fortifications; every fraud 
shies instictively at sacrilege. The most 
frivolous man grows serious when the 
shafts of levity are launched against his 
sanctified nonsense; for this reason, I take 
ic the bJOSt benign Socialist contracts a 
s< vere meln when confronted with the ir- 
reverent The faintest show of doubt un- 
corks hlo vials of wrath, and when he be- 
gins to erupt, there are but three means of 



jelief, unconditional surrender, getting up 
the drinks, or asking him if he has paid hflr 
poll-tax. Every age has been fertile m 
dignified tomfooleries, and when lazy brains 
to plan W< rk for the brainless muscle, 
m Iflshnesi and enterprise will have left this 
planet. Jealousy is vulgar emulation, and 
without Jealousy among the great us- 
nashed, there would be no hope of risinj, 
lor. aad though it he, aspiration is born of 
OOvetousness. To be satisfied is to be am- 
hitionless, and before we command a man 
for his contentment, let us find out whether 
he is above worldly ambition or whether he 
it. below it. 

1 conn now to the mot?t painful phase 
of Socialism, i;s utter lack of piety, and 
Which, I grieve to say, is apparent to the 
most casual observer. I have never met 
a Socialist whose future welfare, I feel, 
<h ( | not rest upon the utmost stretch of 
d vine prerogative. He hi of the earth 
ear byj too enthusiastically turning this 
world into an earthly heaven, and its in 
habitants into flesh and blood angels to 
v*aste a though' on his immortal soul. In 
f.tct, under Socialism, *from all I can learn, 
salvation is the only thing that will not 
he free. Nothing portrays this spirit more 
than th ' answer given a clergyman by a 
promlni nt Socialist of this city. Being asked 
l v the clergyman of in- thoughtlessly had 
< rer committed the unpardonable tin, he re- 
plied thai he "didn't care a damn whether 
ho had NT not." 

After all, perhaps the most bizarre theory 
of improvement is pr< lerable to abject and 
resigned misanthropy thai considers the 
present merelj the warmed over past, and 
the future only what is left over from the 
present, A comforting mistake in to be en- I 
courageu if its correction be not too abrupt. 
The mob has been fed on falsehood so long 
that it hnda truth as unpalatabe as indi- 
gestible. Such people are na'urally im- 
ratlent of practical suggestions, and it is 
only by degrees that they can be taught 
that the specious is not necessarily the 
truthful. The curse of a republic Is, every- 
body out of the lunatic asylum is en-, 
couraged to think himself a statesman in 
embryo. The most flamboyant, spread- 
eagled advocate for popular Government 
cannot fail to see thai what waj good for 
the (on itry seventy-five years, ago is not 
raiUcienliy restrictive now. We seem to 
think tint, because a Kuropeau peasant 
i as been given tin- franchise , that his grati- 
tcde will do the rest, as if sudden liberty to 
a Slave v vns not an invitation to license. 
The franchise to the vast majority of our 
Immigrauta is a newly-found intoxication 
formentifig into delirium. One extreme is 
mighty lonely till it finds another; the slave 
is not satisfied with Ins own freedom, and 
the man who has been delivered from one 
tyrant, if given the chance, will not stop 
short of being another. Was there ever a 
•nan or woman governing who did not need 
tl« oie.ual vigilance of the governed? 
What is there in oppression to fit a man for 
anything but revolutions? 

Witness the present howl for the "ref- 
erendum." Before trying it with the country 
at large I think we should test It at San 
Quentin and Agnews; safety is found be- 
t w( i n iwo extremes; liberty between 
despotism and license. A nation is an ag- 
gregation) of individuals, and I shall not 
believe ui the angelic nature of the many I 
don't know until the few I do know begin 
to aproui wings. Woman has been sucked 
into this maelstrom of Socialism and under- 
gone an Intellectual whirl that has intensi- 
fied her normal giddines. Into politico 
economic hysteria, I was speakia/ with one 
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o; these gyrating sisters lately, and she said 
what puzzled her is, why the world hasn t 
found on, Socialism before. Then I asked 
her what it is. and she was pussli d to dis- 
c< wr that she hadn't found it cut herself. 
Socialists have aggravated their idolatry 
w«th a fanaticism thai tinctures e verything 
they saw Like Cato of old with his 
"Carthago est delenda," "Socialism" is 
n ref inelevant, it is the futmv plTiinoa 
tie Procrustean bed upon which everybody 
and everything is to be switched or shrunk 
till it fits. 

Ah, v/hat an alchemist is dietaneel 
IL>w she transmutes everything base into 
gold. The rising or setting sun shining 
through the vapor and duel of the atmos- 
phere paint! heaven wiili earthly pigment. 
Jlow we dwell with rapture upon the yes- 
terday and dream of to-motrow m distance 
divests them of the gross environments of 
today. But every dream sndl in the 
awakening that introduces the •'reamer to 
practical work. Without work there is the 
empty stomach, and what visions can an 
empty stomaeh inspire but visions of a full 
one. Alas! what a short sup from the sub- 
lime revels of fancy to the stem call of iiu- 
P< rative duty. 

The safeguard of our country lies in the 
right trot speech; the multitude is never 
dangerous till silenced ; forbid people theory 
and they will drift into practice and I QoT« 
srnment that can't stand the criticism of 
v isdom and' the abuse of lfnorauOC has no 
excuse for standing. The "brotherhood of 
man " theory is on a par with 'he "vox 
I opuli vox Dei!" nonsense. I xm unac- 
quainted with the range of th< iflnite'i 
vocal gifts, but if it be not ftaori! to call 
'■the voice of the people the totot ol <iod," 
it. can hardly be blasphem\ to. suggest a 
in elocution to both. 



FREETHOUGHT PRINCIPLES 



Freethinkers are not in need of any 
sort of a creed by which to make a declara- 
tion of their principles. Many Freethinlo is 
hold aloof from organization upon the no- 
tion that to join one in whieh any sort of 
platform was promulgated, would amount 
to a creed. 13ut if a creed were fell to be 
a necessity, all Freethinkers could egret 
with the following enunciated by the late, 
Col. Robert C. Ingersoll: — 

"Happiness is the only good. 

The way to be happy, is to make others 
happy. Other things, being equal, that man 
is, the happiest who is nearest just — who is 
truthful, merciful, and intelligent— in other 
words, the one who lives in accordance 
with the conditions of life. 

The time to be happy is now, and the 
place to be happy is here. 

Reason is the lamp of the mind — the only 
torch of progress; and instead of blowing 
that out and depending upon darkness and 
dogma, it is far better to increase that 
sacred light. 

Kvery man should be intellectually pro- 
prietor of himself, and intellectually hos- 
pitable; and upon everj brain reason 

should be enthroned as king. 

Every man must bear the consequences, 
at least of his own actions. If he puts his 
hands in the lire, his hands must smart, 
and not the hands of another. In other 
words, each man must eat the fruit of the 
tree he plants. 




Persistence of Superstition 



Resume of the Agencies That Ha\e Brought 
Error in the Minds of Men. 

(By Dr. T. J. Bowles.) 

If any one of the many thousand readers 
of the ^lade will take a stroll along the 
I ruicipal streets of the citks of the United 
States, and read the sign:? as he passes 
a'ong, he will be shocked on discovering 

tiiv si^i.s like the following: Palmistry — 
Fortune Telling— Life Reading -Wanted, 
Clfl les m Occultism — Healing at a Distance 
— Obscession Treated Herej and many 
millions of American citiz* ns ar« firm be- 
lievers in these idiotic superstitions, and are 
annually paying out vast sums of money to 
perpetuate these diabolical irstitutions 
transmit ied to us from the dark ages of the 
distant past. 

In a social soil where such demising and 
dt grading superstitions can flourish, is it 
an) wonder that the insane asylums of the 
United States are tilled to their utmost ca- 
pacity? In a social atmosphere where the 
mi iters: it ions of the savage and barbarous 
i can mow and flourish, is fi an> wonder 
ibat jails end alms houses and peuitentiariei 
are still lull and overflowing* 

All th-se phantoms of the brain and all 
these hideous superstitions had a natural 
origin in the remote and distant past, when 
the whole human family were totally ig- 
norant of natural law, and the great work 
now devolving on enlightened men and edu- 
cated women is to teach the rising genera* 
tion that the laws of Nature are eternal, 
immutable and unbreakab I, and that 
nothing is or ever was ever can be 
superna'.ural. _ 

This work is now being done with accel- 
erated peed; a few more Humboldts— a 
lew more Darwins— a few more Paines— a 
few more Drapers— a few more Haeckels— a 
lew more Ingersolls, and a lew more 
Cbarleeworthe, and all the ghosts and all 
tits devils and all the sup.rstlth ns will be 
forever banished from our beautiful earth. 

There are only three agencies that have 
en) intluence in controlling the conduct of 
men: one of these is fear of invisible 
beings, one i3 fear of visible beings, and 
ttu third is love for humanity; these three 
f( rces regulate and control the conduct of 
tiu« Whole human race, and the first two fur- 
nish nearly all the criminal! in he world. 

.\iore than ninety-five pet cent of the In- 
aian ot all the jails, penitentiaries and 
asylums in the whole world an believers 
in Holy Books, divine revelation^ personal 
f.ods, getting religion, crucifleii saviors, 
obsession, holy days, or some oilier super- 
stition equally idiotic and absurd 

In Australia, it is said, they cave a pe- 
culiar tree called the cannibal tree: 'Its 
leaves roach out like great arms until the) 

i on eh the ground, and on the Lop of the 
trt e is a cup filled with a mysterious kind 
ot honey; on stated occasions th" tribes of 
savages surround this tree and worship it 
by shouting and dancing, and then one <>f 
their number is selected as a victim; he 

i lie mysterious honey in tb< cup and 
Is soon overcome by a strange intoxication; 
the great arms of the tree Inen encircle him 

ii their powerful arms, and he h crushed 
to death, while his companions look on and 
shout for joy." 

The great tree of superstition with its 
multitudinous and poisonous branches is 
still crushing the life out of many millions 



of human beings, and all the sings and 
tyrants of the earth, and nil the priests of 
.^perstition throughout the world are look- 
ing on and shouting for joy. 

I neec 1 . not repeat that the btgheet and 
most sacred work of enlightened and edu- 
cated women is to extirpate this dreadful 
1 pas tree, root and branch and burn it to 
ashes in the sacred flames of Science, Love 

and Reason. 

I low long] O. how long Will it take man- 
kind to emancipate themselves from these 
hideous phantoms of the brain, that have 
Made slaves of the human race, through all 
th • dark and dreary centuries. 

Muneie, Ind. 



THE CREATiON. 



(By J. E. Ashe* craft.) 
Trior to the beginning 
When there was no heaven or earth, 
When there was no Starlight — lUSilight, 

*\ hen creation had do Mri h. 
When a black and boundless nothing 
breathless, Ufeleee, round blm fell, 
What was there to wake hi s smrobere? 
W hat was there to break the spell? 

Breath lees, lifeless, ail pervading 

Srarhss. worldless, boundh >s Bight; 

Was there nothing at beginning 

Out of which sprang words of light 1 

Ott of which he made tin heav. as, 

Countless worlds remote or near 

And all living, moving < r. itttres 1 
In the depths of sea or air: 

Yet we know not what STOUeed him 
To begin this mighiy plan 
Of creaiion. in its rastneri 
Forming lastly sinful man. 

by di ! he not h ave g»vat nrhing 
In its harmless, silent SPOCe, 

Hmtbt r than make so smfu! 
A to daw the human r 

bet tis said that man WM sin , 

Until temp ed wh< n be fell, 
Tempted by a subtle serpent 
Trawling from the depths Of hell: 

hire end spotless as the Uly 
in its sarly opening bloom 
I mil tempted i>> the devil 

:o the Shades of sin and gloom. 

Mien a black and boundless nothing 

Harmless, Ufeleee, round blm toll, 

\. by did nod ert ate the dt vil 

Or conceive an endless hell.' 

It creation sent for evil, 

Or an evil comes of good, 

'He n, where is the point dividing 

Satan's works from works of Qod! 

When there was no itsrltght sunlight 

A lien there was no heaven or hell, 

\\ hen t h ere was no plaos for sinning 

Or for sinful mau to dwe i. 

Way silence ever broken | 

W hy wa; man to WeaknM horn 

Why were devils made to tempi him, 

Ami then leave him here to mourn.' 

Vast and searching are , loos 
Piercing, probing to the core, 
('tering back beyond creation, 

To great nothing, nothing more, 

Vgat, though simple, is the question. 

Piercing; probing to the core, 

h it true there once was nothing, 
Nothing, nothing more? 
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Current Comment on Public Events 



Since the advent of Darwinism upon the 
stage of intellectual thought volumes have 
been written, pro and con, concerning man 
and monkey. Despite the popular notion 
that Darwinism meant a direct ascent of 
man from the simian, instead of a common 
origin for both, it is none the less a fact 
that monkeydom affords an interesting 
field for investigation and experiment. 

According to California reports there Is 
under consideration, a movement looking 
toward the importation of a herd of South 
American monkeys into the land of gold for 
the purpose of training them to gather 
prunes during the harvest as a means of 
attempting to solve the labor problem. 
Prune growers are reported to have lost 
crops through the lack of harvest hands. 
Men, women, children, and then Chinese 
and Japanese, have all been tried, but it 
seems that the problem of gathering the 
prune crop has not been solvert and Martin 
V. Seeley, of San Jose, is reported to have 
announced his intention to make an effort 
at training imported monkeys for the job. 

The report further states that Mr. Seeley 
has already communicated with a friend, 
A. B. James, of Acapulco, Panama, with a 
view to securing the monkeys for the pur- 
poses Indicated. Then, upon receiving 
them, the work of training will begin. Once 
trained the prune grower anticipates that 
the monkeys will take the place of men in 
the harvest field and he be enabled to 
gather his crop at less cost and expense. 
No one will question, or deny, the prune 
property right in the monkeys 
purchased and imported. But the 
ghost of former years still haunts the 
southland, and it would not be surprising 
if another abolition movement f- prang up In 
the effete east, demanding an emancipation 
proclamation for the simians. 

But this is not all. It Is also currently 
reported that some distinguished natural 
historian proposes to affiliate himself with 
a few apes of high order, live with them, 
talk with them, take down phonographic 
record of their vocabulary for preservation, 
to study their ways, habits, methods, and, 
if possible arrive at some definite conclu- 
sion concerning their capabilities of de- 
velopment towards civilization. 

Thus it will appear that whether man and 
monkey be closely related by progenital 
ties, or not, both are destined to be brought 
into closer contact. Not only Is it proposed 
to make them of use for scientific investi- 
but to bring them in the 
of the world and by taking 



places of men increase the demand for op- 
portunities to labor, decrease compensation 
therefor, and while monkeys live well, are 
fed well, in order to enchanco their oppor- 
tunities for labor, human children may be 
permitted to cry themselves in hunger to 
sleep. 

• • • • 

Julia Ward Howe of fiction fame, has had 
a vision, In which, it is alleged there was 
brought to Julia a vision of the final disap- 
pearance of evil in the world. But Julia 
is not the only civilized being who has had 
such dreams, or visions. Thousands have 
dreamed in the same direction and many 
have believed that the day was about to 
dawn when a realization of what they had 
dreamed was about to come. From the be- 
ginning of written history there have been 
men and women noted as dreamers and 
Julia can find innumerable prototypes by a 
little searching. If Julia can be persuaded 
not to inflict her so-called vision upon a 
suffering public her friends ought to get 
busy. 

What seems to afflict Julia, at this time, 
is an attack of mental jimjams. This di- 
sease Is epidemic among writers of fiction. 
She brings nothing into the world, for all 
she has to report is that in her dream she 
saw an age of human battle with forces of 
evil suffering, followed by triumph and an 
era of universal peace and purity, 
man and woman who has ever ent 
a thought for the welfare of the 1 
has realized this eternal 
dream was necessary to 




constantly had such a vision before their 
minds' eye, working, struggling, laboring to 
bring about its realization. We said "eter- 
nal conflict" and the conflict is eternal. 
Everywhere the good and the bad, right- 
eousness and crime, intermingle. It Is a 
constant struggle. These opposing forces 
have ever been at work so long as man has 
inhabited the globe. They will continue to 
be at work so long as man shall continue 
to inhabit the globe. Even taking Christian 
theology at its word, there can be no end 
to the conflict, for what will be able to 
quench the mutual and irrevocable hatred 
and enmity of its deities for good and bad. 
may wear a mask, error may be 
by prejudice, selfishness may live 
a cloak of piety, greed may pose as 
sainthood, but the 
evil still remain, and all 
of ortho 
To 



good should be the true aim of every noble 
man and woman. This millenium can never 
be attained while superstition is allowed 
to obstruct the wheels of the car of prog- 
ress, and the labor of the army of Free- 
thought is to lessen evil by systematic, 
though intellectual, personal restraint, fol- 
lowing improved personal character, result- 
ing in a life of purity and purpose. 

Julia is not the only person to dream 
dreams. Joseph, of old, is said to have 
been afflicted with the same disease, but 
his dreams first got him into dire distress, 
and then he became lucky and dreamed 
himself into opulence. For Julia to attain 
the perfect state which she is alleged to 
have witnessed in her vision, she must 
first align herself with the forces that make 
for religious, political and economic prog- 
ress, leaving in the rear all forms and su- 
perstitious that have combined to keep the 
world in intellectual darkness. Dreams, at 
best, are but mental phantasies, and we 
opine that Julia has slipped her mental trol- 
ley pole and got on the wrong current. 
• • • • 

Rev. Listen D. Bass, pastor of the First 
Baptist church, of East St. Louis, has gone 
up against a losing game. He publicly an- 
nounces that. he will, hereafter, refuse to 
marry any couple where the woman refuses 
to take the obligation to "obey" her pro- 
spective husband, and he calls upon other 
ministers of the gospel to follow his foolish 
ignus fatui. 

Theologically, as also from an orthodox 
standpoint, he is right, and no woman living 
in the hope of heavenly reward in company 
with Jesua and his apostles, ought to offer 
the slightest objection. Paul | 
as far beneath her husband, as her 1 
is beneath Christ, and that is a deuced long 
way, if Christianity be right. Then, accord- 
ing to the law of dominant right, wherein 
the inferior must obey the superior, woman 
must conform to the scriptural requirement 
and promise to obey her husband in all 
things. 

The tendency of the age is for woman to 
avoid the taking of such a pledge. The day has 
dawned when woman is recognized as the 
mental and intellectual equal of man. In 
many instances woman has shown a mental 
superiority over some men. Realizing this 
she has refused to bow the knee in humil- 
ity and submission, asserting her equal 
right and mental capabilities, and in defer- 
ence to expressed wishes on the subject, in- 
numerable parsons have agreed to overlook 
the theological injunction to "obey" and 
omitted the word from the service alto- 
gether. It is a safe and reasonable pre- 
sumption, Uiat if Rev. Bass persists in ad- 
hering to his expressed plan, the number 
of marriages consummated by him will be 
materially reduced and there will be a de- 
in the amount of 
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Even should Rev. Bass succeed in getting 
all parsons- to agree wi'h him, neither man 
or woman would need find ought to occa- 
sion serious alarm. If parsons refuse to 
ti? the knot there are many others who 
will. And the woman will not have to 
promise to obey either. On the other hand 
man need entertain no feelings of distress, 
for whether woman agrees to obey or not 
the fact remains that she will, intentionally 
or unintentionally, she will continue to do 
it just the same. Neither priest, parson or 
civil officer can change the ultimate result. 
AltU HOW whe». we com*.* to .' r.i'< .1' ihe 
maiter it will be a happy day tor w >n.an- 
kind win n she can bring herself to that 
BOttal pos.tiou wherein she can abandon 
the parson altogether. It would seem like 
kev. Bass is striving to hasten the day 
wiit n woman will be where she ought to be. 
• • * • 

Current uew*paper reports lUU that the 
baptists ot the 1'uciiie Coast have just 
closed one oi their periodical conventions 
and (hat while it was in progress a geneial 
discussion was held concerning the propo- 
sition to discontinue the use oi hUch tituiur 
DfftfllM as Uevereud" and •Jjoctor - and to 
n ut to the clergy ol that denomination in 
the homely, old-iashioned appellation of 
Brother." 

Perish the thought! Of what use is it 
to make any sort ol a sacrilice to become a 
parson and receive no public acknowledge- 
ment of superiority : To call a parson 
"brother" indicates equality rather than su- 
iM iioriiy aud naicly pulls the parson down. 
It has Jong been a custom in America to 
designate all lawyers us '"judges;" poli- 
ticians as "statesmen, while in Kentucky 
we are all "colonels." Kob a Keutuckiau 
of his distinguished title and you make him 
poor, indeed, and to take away the special 
privileges of the clergy by placing him upon 
a mere equality with his fellow-man is an 
unfortunate proceeding for him. It 
amounts to a complete reduction in caste. 
If he is not "revered ' he is nothing. To 
be otherwise would create a contradiction 
in terms. For the sake of the sky-pilots 
of America the Blade utters its protest 
against the proposed abandonment of this 
time-honored custom. Even the devil ought 
to be given his due. 

What would a Keutuckian think of a par- 
son, at home or abroad, who would address 
him as plain "Mister?" One minister is 
just as good as another in the eyes of the 
world. The "leading citizen" is invariably 
called "judge" or "colonel" and is not the 
pastor, the salvation doctor or the com- 
munity: Then why not continue to call 
him doctor? It makes no differ, m e 
whether his prescriptions bring the desired 
results, for do not doctors of medicine even 
make failures at times? Tho latter deal 
exclusively with matters mundane, with 



tilings as they are, and yet they someiimes 
err. the toruier deal exciusiveij with mat- 
ters celestial, altogether speculative, with 
tilings as iln > ha\e lailh shall be, and be- 
ing more liable to error, tuey should be 
dealt with leniently. 

Give the parsons a chance! 

Do not thoughtlessly deprive them of a 
considerable portion ol tne only comfort 
tiny enjoy by taking away tneir titular 
prerogatives. 

it it is the will of the people that they 
shall still be called doc>or and •rever- 
end" tnat Seattle convention will liud that 
l hey have struck a granite lock against 

which they must beat in vain. 

• • • • 

Does too much piety lead to unblushing 
crime? 

This is a rather serious question and the 
Brooklynites are now having to wrestle 
with it. 

lugersoll has said that the strictures of 
l i t sbyterianism thrown about him during 
youth galled so upon him that he involun- 
tarily rebelled and ultimately came to op- 
pose it. Many parents insist upon too 
strict an observance of orthodox forms for 
their children, bring them up in a sort of 
tight-corset manner, cramping the mind and 
intellect, until with personal freedom comes 
the reaction and the rebound. In many 
cases it is a jump from one extreme to the 
other and there are enough facts to be 
gathered from every-day life to prove the 
truth of this position. 

It is reported that the police of Brooklyn 
have succeeded in running down a pair of 
einerprisiug burglars. They were caught 
hiding in u coalbin and promptly arrested. 
Tin y had just gone through the residence 
of Mrs. Mary Hanlon, at 1191) Flatbush 
Avenue, and a portion of their loot was 
found with them. They were carried to 
headquarters where, according to the lan- 
guage of professional crooks they were 
"mugged" through the aid of Bertillon ma- 
chines and their pictures now adorn the 
rogue s gallery. They were discovered to 
be George and Henry Banta, brothers, and 
thl sons of a well known Presbyterian min- 
is! er in Brooklyn. But this is not all for 
the police of that city insist that George, 
the elder one, has been in trouble before 
so that he is rapidly becoming an adept in 
the business of burglary. 

And minister's sons! Angels of grace 
defend us! Weep, ye gods, on Olympus' 
heights and may the tears of sorrowing 
pity fall upon a suffering and humiliated 
world. But are the children Hltogether to 
Mattel Have we not been told that if a 
child is brought up in the way he should be 
that when he grows older he will not depart 
therefrom? Has this minister done his 
whole duty by his offspring? Doubtless he 
taught them to say prayers and to repeat 



the catechism. He would be untrue to his 
calling had he not done so. Is this enough? 
Do the facts in the case suggest it? Surely 
not! Had these boys been taught the prin- 
ciples of true morality, the difference be- 
tween right and wrong, encouraged in 
striving to rely upon self; had they been 
taught to respect the rights of others even 
as they ought to respect themselves, they 
would never have become accomplished 
burglars and would have proven a blessing 
instead of a curse. Sad as this case may 
be it is an evidence of the insufficiency of 
the Christian creed to make for morality. 
The name of the Christian deity affected 
them not. Prayer failed to move them from 
tin ir selected way. Bible precepts were un- 
availing. A weak religion raturally pro- 
duces weak men and women and the rigid 
discipline imposed upon children by ortho- 
dox parents lead to untold misery. 

The Blade can truly sympathize with the 
suffering and sorrowing parents of these 
erring lads, but it insists that the blame 
should not fall upon them altogether, for 
with heredity and environment at work 
upon them in the formation of character, 
and befogged with the dark clouds of a 
frightsome religious creed, it is no wonder 
they are what they are. Cut out the re- 
ligion and give them more of the humanity 
that is lying at the feet of all. 



RELIGION. 



(By John T. Bays.) 

Religion is a curious thing, it makes of 
man a foe, 

To fall beneath its idle whim, or be sub- 
ject to its rule; 

It makes a man fanatic, and lose all com- 
mon sens* . 

It wastes away his intellect, without any 
r. coinp.'iise. 



Religion robs man of heaven, that might 

be shed on earth. 
It keeps him gazing skyward, into unknown 

realms of mirth; 
It is a cloud of superstition that waters 

mry creed, 
It darkens eaitll beneath it and makes its 

victims bleed. 



The heathen in his blindness bows down to 

wood and stone. 
The Christian in his fineness can worship 

god Hone 

Put all in all both worship imaginary and 
univ.il 

To which tin heathen prostitutes, to which 

Um Christiana kneel. 



From all religious superstitions thank 

Nature, I am free, 
No god of wood, or thought, or stone, shall 

ever humble me. 
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TO HIGHER SCIENCE SUBSCRIBERS. 



Having promised and agreed with Franklin H. 
Heald, editor of Higher Science, now under suspen- 
sion, to send the Blade to Lis subscribers, free of cost, 
in order to aid him in filling out the terms for which 
such subscriptions hind been paid, we express the 
hope that when said terms do expire, those who had 
not previously taken tlie Blade will remain with us 
until such time as Mr. Heald may resume the publi- 
cation, if at all, ol' his excellent magazine. Some of 
these subscriptions were for a very short period, and 
will soon he completed. The attention of these is 
directed to the arrangement we have made, and the 
Blade would be pleased to retain them upon its list. 
Mr. Heald's friends will hear from him every week 
through his contributions to the Blade, so that it will 
not look like going so l'nr away from home after all. 



SELP-CO\(JWATIJLATION. 



As we have not yet !>een called upon to defend our- 
selves in the matter of the recent complaint of which 
we had been notified by Postoffice Inspector Keys, of 
this district, the Blade congratulates itself upon a 
slightly, but constantly increasing subscription list. 
It is a inarch upward and onward. True, the work is 
slow, but it is resulting in good. When the Blade can 
show that it is gaining ground in the face of financial 



panics, industrial stagnation and political campaigns, 
it is an evidence of its rapidly increasing popularity 
and that it enjoys the supreme confidence and admira- 
tion of its friends and subscribers. 

We express the hope tliat these conditions may long 
continue, and extend both gratitude and thanks to the 
many noble men and women who have labored so 
successfully in its behalf. Once the business of the 
country can be restored to its normal conditions we 
are satisfied that a much larger increase in patronage 
will be extended. 



AN UNINTENTIONAL ERROR. 



Through an uiifamiliarity, or lack of knowledge, on 
the subject, the Blade omitted to state in its recent 
biographical sketch of Captain Robert C. Adams, of 
Montreal, Canada, that this valiant champion of 
Freethought had been gathered unto his fathers. That 
sketch was written by the Blade's editor from such 
material as he had at hand, and having been out of 
touch with the Freethought movement for a period 
of fourteen years, did not know that Captain Adams 
had died. A memorial pamphlet, since mailed to the 
Blade, shows that he died on August 10, 1902, at 
Sedgewick, Maine. Although gone, we admit that he 
was one of a few men who ought to have lived for- 
ever. 



FOR A PAINE CENTENNIAL. 



Freethinkers must give honor to their illustrious 
dead. 

Marble monuments and figures of bronze and brass 
may attract the attention of the outside world, but the 
principles taught may never be considered in this 
passing glimpse. 

Principles must be made to count for more than 
mere persons, but when human principles, enduring 
and eternal, founded upon love and patriotism, were 
enunciated by one person more than anotlier, poster- 
ity would do well to give honor to that person. 

Such a person was Thomas Paine. The immortal 
Thomas Paine! Beloved by all patriots and honored 
by even those who feared him. By honoring Paine 
we honor ourselves. The question now to be consid- 
ered is, what shall we do to carry that tliought into 
practical effect? 

Attention of Blade readers is earnestly di- 
rected to the communication in this week's issue from 
Secretary James B. Elliott, of the Paine Memorial 
Association upon this subject But eleven months 
now intervene between the present date and the time 
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for the proposed Paine centennial. Money is needed 
by the Association to complete tlie program. It must 
bo a program befitting the occasion and oommemi* 
rate with its vast importance. Barely Paine has yet 
enough admirers in America to make this centennial 
one of the grandest and greatest celebrations of its 
kind in the history of our country. We, of this gener- 
ation, will never have another similar opportunity. 
Do not let it go by you without serious thought. Join 
hands with those in charge of the movement. Help 
all you can to make this celebration a success. Join 
the Association. Bend in a contribution to aid in 
preparing the program Let, every Freethinker with- 
in reach of the Blade he prepared to do every possible 
honor to him who gave as this government without a 
king and a constitution without a god. 
Write to dames B. Elliott, 8518 Wallace • Street, 

Philadelphia, or to Dr. B. B. Poote, 120 Lexington 
Avenue, Xew York City. The Blade will also receive 
and acknowledge* contributions for this purpose. Now 
do your very beet 



TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 

To a large number of OUT friends we again direct 
their attention to the tab on their papers indicating 
the expiration of their subscription to the Blade. 
Upon a re -examination of our mailing list, we find 
that more than $3,000 is owing to us on delinquent 
subscriptions, and the hard struggle encountered to 
keep up and maintain a Freethought paper is con- 
siderably increased by such a dolin<|uency. Some of 
our friends will receive a statement in a few days 
and the Blade expresses the hope that immediate 
attention will be given thereto. We know that Free- 
thinkers do not intend to allow themselves to get de- 
linquent to this extent, but the repented delay in 
sending the subscription causes it to double, and at 
our bills, rent, taxes, pay-roll, all, have to be met 
when due, the continual grind creates discourage 
ment. Look at your tab, and finding yourself behind 
be prompt in making a remittance for the sak<- 0? 
the cause. 



FREKTlloniHT FUNERALS. 



Ono of the most gratifying and beneficial results of 
the discussion in the Blade columns concerning the 
propriety of Frcethought funerals, and asserting 
their necessity, is the fact that an umber of prominent' 
and iniluential liberal speakers have kindly volun- 
teered for this dutiful work. 

Principal among these recent volunteers is Parker 



IF. Sorcombe, editor of Tomorrow Magazine, of Chi- 
cago, who kindly volunteers his services for the mere 
payment of travelling expensed and entertainment. 
Located in Chicago, he is within comparatively easy 
reach of Northern Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and 
Wisconsin. Iowa, and even Mumesota in the north- 
west at a pinch, and Missouri in the southwest. Of 
course, the travelling expenses will he heavier the 
further the distance, hut it is well to know that in 
time Of great Deed, we have one eminent volunteer for 
such occasions. 

Xext in lice is Marion \V. Marley, of Bucklin, Kan- 
sas, who also volunteers for these services, and 
through him the State of Kansas, Oklahoma, western 
Missouri and Arkansas, can he covered. Mr. Marley 
was formerly a minister of the ^ospei, and upon rare 
occasions styles himself still as "rev./ 1 hut he is now 
an outspoken atheist, ami friends can, hy reading his 
letter, judge well of his capahilities. 

The Foregoing have been added to the list men- 
tioned in the Blade in previous issues, and now for 
the sake of convenience and information the Blade 
will maintain a standing column of the names and 
addresses of these worthy soldiers w ho have so kindly 
volunteered their services for the purpose of protect- 
ing our beloved dead from insult at times when they 
are unahle to speak for themselves. Klsewhere in 
this issue the column will he found. When the occa- 
sion conies thai Calls for these service, pick out the 
one nearest, to you, or the one mo>t preferable, and a 
wire will call them to you. 



GOD AXD FUTURE LIFE. 

(iod and a future life, or a belief therein, constitute 
the entire held of religious thought. 

AW the hooks and hihles, all the prayers and creeds, 
all the religions known to man, have been constructed 
upon the belief iu these theories without an iota of 

proof concerning them. 
Take the idea of god out of the human mind and 

the belief in a future life would speedily follow, for 
without godg or godl, a future existence l>eyond this 
life would he meaningless. The ^od idea first found 
root in human thought as the answer of the ignorant 
Savage to all he could not understand. The future 
life theory was a later conception and necessarily 

grew out of the former. 

Primitive man very naturally formed crude and 
materialistic ideas connected with both theories. li'is 

ood was made into a crude, hut somewhat enlarged, 
image of bimeelf. His place of future abode was 

pictured as an e\t ra vacant imitation of earthly lux- 
uries, seen, perhaps, to some extent, but never ex- 
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pcricnccd or enjoyed by himself. Other elaborations 
followed end new ft atures were added from time to 
time, but heaven was always in the future, something 
to enoou ag< speculation 

Let it be distinctly understood, liowever, that both 
god and future life still remain mere theories, heap 
able of proof, a milage that slirinks into nothinu 
ness before OUT earned and scrutinizing gaze. 

In the last issue of the Blade appeared a communi- 
cation from William Smith, M. D., of Muncie, Ind., 
in which a series of questions were propounded and 
answers thereto requested. Prima facie, the letter 
indicates good intention, honest motives, and a desire 
to learn or to know. It is an easy matter to ask ques- 
tions. To answer them is another matter. In the 
first place the answers may not prove satisfactory 
and the labor expended thereon is thereby ill-spent. 
A child may propound more questions in one minute 
than the brightest among us could answer in a life- 
time. Briefly stated, the questions which the Blade 
has been requested bo answer, are as follows: 

1. How do yon know there is no god? 

2. How do you know that man has not an immortal 
principle that does not exist beyond the grave? 

3. What builds different bodies from protoplasm? 

4. Has protoplasm mind, and is it able to communi- 
cate with other protoplasm and exchange ideas? 

The h'rst and second questions are absurd. They 

are altogether improper. Furthermore, they are il- 
logical. In propounding them the interrogator is in- 
sisting that the person Interrogated shall undertake 
to prove a negative. The first and most elemental) 
principle of logic is that the burden of proof rest- 

apon the affirmative of a given proposition and not 

upon him who assumes the negative. 

No thinker will question the truth of this proposi 
tion, namely, that which is incapable of being proven 
remains unproven. and until the believer in god pro- 
duces some demonstrable Tact in proof of his theory, 

the presumption lies against the believer and not 

against the unbeliever. The question could have been 
put in a more debatable form by simply asking that 
reasons be given why we do not believe in god. 

Taking the question as propounded, the best an- 
swer that could be given is, that the inability of the 
believer to prove god leads us to disbelieve in god, 

and the hither fact that the believer does not abac 

lutely know there is a god, he merely believes, we are 
justified in questioning god's existence until satisfac- 
tory proof is forthcoming. 

.Man can only know god through sensation, posi- 
tively, or lie may assume to infer god from the phe- 
nomena of nature. We doubt not that even Dr. Smith 



must admit that we cannot sensate god, and. there- 
fore, the believer is forced to rely upon the argument 
of inference. A casual study of natural phenomena 
fails to justify any such inference, hence, we are 
without a belief in god and must so remain until the 

believer adduces satisfactory proof. 

The proper proceeding ,ai this point, is to ask the 
believer How do you know there is a god? 

It is indeed a truth that a "man'fl belief or dis- 
belief is not alwaya a safe guide;" a fact proved by 
the existence of the innumerable religious sects, and 
this truth falls with greater force upon the believer 
than upon the unbeliever. 

By reason of having studied the "faculties of the 
mind" as well as "creed and dogma," we have been 
enabled, by comparison, to judge the latter at close 
range and led to a discarding of them altogether. 

The questions marked as numbera 3 and 4 are more 

to the point, but it is necessary that a better under- 
standing, oi- one more mutual, he had before an an- 
swer is attempted 
Question X<>. may be answered by saying the 

law of natural selection as applied to the develop- 
ment and origin of species, first propounded by- 
Charles Darwin and elaborated upon by Ernst 

Eaeckel, furnish a more satisfactory explanation of 

the principle here Involved than any other we can 

conceive. 

Approaching the next and last question we are com- 
pelled to ask what is meant by the term Mind? Is it 
to he held, or regarded as an entity, a material sub- 
stance in Itself, or a quality, or attribute of material 
processes/ is mind a canst' or a result 1 

Man enjoys certain mental processes or faculties. 

Among these are thought, reflection, conception, per- 
ception, memory, etc., and the combined operation of 

all produces what we call mind. When this mentality 
censes to he, the mind simply ceases to be, and it 
could not possibly Continue to exist elsewhere as 
mind; when its necessary and primate (allies are no 
more. Mind, then, is not a thing, a suhstance, an en- 
tity, hut like gravitation, it is a qualify, or attribute 
of matter, and when the form of matter producing the 

quality, or attribute, ondergoea a change, the attri- 
bute also changes. 

from the above, ami realizing that protoplasm is 
but a formless speck, without distinctions of struct- 
ure, and therefore without distinctions of function, 
protoplasm, as such, can ha\e no mind as we know 
and understand mind, but it is equally certain that the 
primary principle from which mind develops, is in the 
protoplasm, becoming mind only as sensations begin 
to appear. Jn this early stage of existence the law 
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of self-preservation is bound to rule. And while a 
cell is the simplest form of organised life, its inclina- 
tion towards natural selection and union, which con- 
stitutes the building up prOOeM, LtS tendency to pro- 
long life, its avoidance of danger, suggests a faint 
conception of mind in comparison to the extent of its 
organization. 



CIMX1FV illM. 



It is so almost universally admitted fad that 
through the long line of human history every reform- 
er has been met with the cry given in the caption of 
this article. 

' 1 Crucify Mm." 

This has been the answer of orthodoxy to all who 
have dared to oppose it, even as the Scribes and 
Pharisees of Palestine ;ne said to have nrged it 
against the Jewish Carpenter. Assuming, Tor the 
mere sake of argument, that the events related in the 
four gospels are true as far as they concern the life 

of its central figure, it will be conceded that the pre- 
servers of the ancient Jewish faith, unwilling to ad- 
mit of any change therein or departure therefrom, 
fearful of the march of human progress, actually con- 
nived at the death of the Jewish reformer and were 
loudest in their cries of "crucify him." Modern 

clergymen are splendid imitators of that ancient 
priesthood, &>r with every suggested change in the 
existing order of things, they cry out in alarm and 
insist that the authorities shall Immediately crucify 

the one who suggests or instigate! it. 

Let it be said of a man that he is an infidel ; that he 

is not prepared to swallow every draught prescribed 

for him hy the preachers; that he does not accept as 
tne all that is found between the lids of the orthodox 
bible, and the church ministry, instead of trying to 
convince him by kindly arguments that he might be 
in error, at once begin a bitter war of denunciation 
and misrepresentation. They open the sluice-gates 
of their vindictive and malicious hatred and deluge 
that man with a torrent of Christian calumny. The 
Infidel may be honest, sincere, brave and charitable, 
but he commits crime, in the eyes of the clergy, the 
moment he denies or questions their authority, and 
with them it is made the one sin of all sins, more of- 
fensive than the one spoken of as being against the 
holy ghost. His fault, if fault it be, lies in the fact 
that he lias called in question the legitimacy of the 
preacher's business, and he may expect no mercy, not 
even simple justice, at their hands. 

Keligion may be capable of many things, but it 
never made a truly pious man liberal in views and 



charitable in sentiment Tin- more piety the harder 

the heart. 

The same thing is equally true in i>olitics. The 
plutocrat dreads the reformer and the reformer must 
struggle under the most adverse circumstances 
created through and by the plutocrat. Once let a man 
depart from the political shibboleths of the day and 
set or run with a new party and the adherents of the 
old faith immediately seek to "crucify him" upon the 
altar of political iniquity;. Whether in politics or re- 
ligion the feeling is the same, and the man who em- 
harks upon the self-appointed mission to bring about 
<)]• induce a change, realizes before he makes the 
start* thai he has ie>t to face the monster of custom 
and Stand-Still advocates, if an infidel aspires to 
public office the place hunters will strive to crucify 
him with the cry of "anti-Christ" or "infidel." If 
he starts up in business they will try to work a sys- 
tematic boycott upon him hy bushwhacking. If he 
print- a book or paper the public is warned not to 
read it, lest, perhaps, they happen to learn something. 

( !ruoify him. 

It is the only argument of faith against fact. It is 

the only Weapon in the hands of fools who are unable 
to combat successfully against the growing intelli- 
gence of the people. 
( Vucify him. 

The end and the triumph of all Christian argu- 
ment. 



The Blade ifl not informed whether any real effort 
has ever been made to make silk purses from asses 
ears, hut it does know that every preacher in the 
daily striving to make asses ears for their congrega- 
tion out of any old thing they can lay their hands on. 



It is exceedingly appropriate that some bibles be 
hound in calf. 



Education should he devoted to the training of the 
mind in the search for truth, and there is more real 
religion in this than can he found in all the creeds this 

side of Jordan. 



In an autobiography, hy Mrs. Annie liesant, just 
published, she e\ presses the belief that her former 

co-laborer, Charles Bradlaugb, has now found out 
that he was wrong in his belief that ' 4 life ceased with 
death." We disagree with Mrs. Besaut in such a 
conclusion, and Still hold to the notion that at this day 
Charles Bradlaugfa knows nothing. El nihilo nihil 
lit. 



******* 
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GhostlyGeometryFails 



"io Draw a Line About Our Deadness and 
Give its Metes and Bounds. 



(John F. Clarl.e.) 

We will all be dead a long time. That 
much is settled for fair. 

Ghostly geometry fails to determine the 
limit of our deadness. The lailure is 
charged up to the people, who still die 
with very hazy notions as to where, why 
.•iiid when the deadness takes hold and lets 
go. 

Jesus Christ came into this world, as a 
m1< ndid myth, two centuries after his al- 
leged advent, to advise the worM as to 
reprisals on condemnation and death. 
He was a miraculous conception and a 
miraculous resurrection, in fact, he was 
resurrected before he was born and born 
alter ho was "dug up." He had a pos- 
thumous birth and exhumous death. He 
v.as conceived of the crazy wheels in the 
head-pieces of whirling dervisnes. The 
Oriental M -rap -heap was raked over to ob- 
lam a crazy-quilt patu rn or* religion, and it 
v.as mae'e to fit to the backs of reluctant 
FJebreWI like th»' ]i;i]k r-on-fhe-wu'J method 
cf Bizzy I/.zy. Redemption mav be had, 
from sin and death, by accepting this hotch- 
potch and paying for the same "Salva- 
tion's free." Yes, but 'whosoever entereth 
by any except the straight Kate, that same 
is a thief and a robber," and toll is ex- 
pected at the straight gate, and the wings 
are not furnished on the near side of the 
rate; so that flying over the fence is out of 
the queUion. 

The rules of finance take precedence and 
*:'so the cake. Some one vrote me ami ad- 
veised me not to try to make fun of religion, 
as I would only fail. If my f-csh corre- 
kpoodenl reads this I wonld remind him 
that religion should not trv to make a fool 
of me as it is likely to miss the mark. 

I am often asked: "Are you not afraid 
to die'/" If I can stand the racket of life, 
and 1 have stood it for fifty y ten, I can 
fc.tand death for a while. The only objection 
i have to death is, it is overdoing the rest 
bnelneei Bleep is ephemera] death and 

death Is elongated sleep. Ho who hath 
feasted upon sleep hath tasted death. 

Whether the sleep short anJ tweet or 
xvm'ther it be lor keeps, matter.-, little to 
the sleeper who sleeps. Bleep is intruded 
».pon by nightmares but the pale horse dOM 
not rattle the brain of the dead one. The 
t»od tha fc . serves as a screen from the cor- 
I option of the body also acts as a haze to 
din the memory of the putridity of past 
life. Death is charitable to the evil ami 
harsh, and harms not the good and benign, 
it was easy for the abortive mind to pro- 
duce a Christ, but it is hell for sane minds 
to dispell the illusion. The evil lives after 
the one vho dug it up is dead. 

A man's soul no more exists after death 
than does tho man's shadow. Dessicated 
DBia will have a disseminated soul. You 
can't eat your cake and have it ho. When 
you feed your body to deat'i you: soul will 
be lost in the devouring process. Dead men 
tell no tales. Departed souls are silent, 
spiritual microbes click their heels in 
Spiritualist's brains and produce phenomena 
— bug-house emanations. 

THOMAS PAINE ON THE BIBLE. 



ties, which are to be met with in almoat 
every page of the Old and New Testament, 
all the priests ot the pi. Sl nt day, who sup- 
posed themselves capable, would triumph- 
antly show their skill in criticism, and cry 
it down as a most glaring imposition. But 
since the books in question belong to their 
own trade and profession, they, or at least 
many of them, seek to stifle every inqniry 
into them, and abuse those who have the 
honesty and the courage to do it. 



THAT NAVY YARD CHRISTIAN 



(By *. B. Hall.) 
That otter from that Washington Navj 
i ard bigot, which you rightly m ine 'Tolly 
and Fury of Fanaticism,'' which appeared 
in the June IStfa LatUO of the Blade, is truly 
a corker. It has not been the ruling custom 
in the past for the pretended followers of 
that lowly Christ, who never existed, to feel 
k>0 solicitous for the Well h.ing and happi- 
ness of unbelievers, as this let*;r informs 
us, that the writer truly is. 

There has been a change, for some n a- 
F.Mi, from torture to anxiety and well being, 
for the unbeliever. He condemn! the low, 
vile- underhand way that, in- I;: uh- com - 
spendents delude its Innocent readers. He 
really teeli a pity for them. x> doubt he 
•horougnly riamnt: the corn spomients. He 
nj doubt thinks it was much bett< r for the 
common people, wlnn the church was all 
powerful and these poor victims whom he 
Is so an v ious about, could not It ad, lived 
on acorn- and in mud huts and w jrk< d their 
Lives away, for the exalted dignitarlei of 
the church, and in pay received the salva- 
tion of their souls from the wrath of an 
HUgry god, whom the priest! placated by 
prayer and supplication. Nine-tenths of the 
people were most wretched and miserable, 
t Oiling the long day to get the I enelit Of 
. I vat ion at death. 

This when the church bad full unlimi ed 
power in all Europe, civil and political. 
Were the people then happier or less 
wietched. and miserable than the dear trad- 
ers of the Blade today . Let this "Navy 
lard M Christian draw a parallel ami iee tor 
himself if the Blade reader.* are worse off 
than were the people, for whom the church 
framed all laws and cxecut* d all laws — 
from the 8th to the 17th e ntUTy, 

Probably he, as a true Christian would 
like to see those centuries cf deep religious 
fe< ling, with their racks and iagots re- 
Inaoted In the near future, but thanks to 
tie Blade and all Otheri of the freethought 
kind he never can, no nev< r, 

Augusta, Mich. 



DAVE'S LETTER. 



Did we find in any other book pretending 
to give a system of religion, the falsehoods, 
falsifications, contradictious and absuidl- 



To His Dear Heavenly Father. 
'Copriglu applied for 1U08 by Franklin EL 

Betid.) 

My dear heavenly father — When you in- 
spired them old fellows that rote the bible, 
vo >• dident you have them tell of §oin< thing 
good thai you dun, if you ever did; instead 
of the wicked things and the i<« OpU fOU and 
your favorites killed, or something you told 
tue trutn about'/ Or something bad the 
l»evll dun, or some lye he told, if he ever 
did? I bleve nice people wood think a hole 
lot more of you and want to go their more 
if you nad. Of coars it don't matter to 
people as black as Joe. <>.• ;<> people that 
are ignorant, like Bob Burdett or the 
Murphys, or to murderers like Duraut or 



Orchard, but I ifaud think you wood want at 
lea el ■ tew nice people their that new some- 
rhtng, pr enuf to oomc tn when it reigned 

;.n> way. 

W hat do you think of Lither Burbank's 
ECU < n ations? Do you ever get jealous 
< r angry of him? Can't you kill him or is 
i, ■ |o >- d like the Devil? Some of the 
t lingf h<- is making are way yonder ahead 

oi anything you made aim lots of people 
up io date and clean, ore beginning 
to And it Ottf and find famt witb Vour old 
work, Now Bufbank thinks he can 
a better man than Adam was, or 
)avid was, and the uleil people hear in 
California, are beginning t •<> think so two. 
The only way you can stop him now is to 
. like him. ded with lightning. It hardly 
ever d0< ■ lightning in California, but if you 
could ever catch him at San Hozay or 
Paeadena and get him to swallo-v some of 
Mere Prohibition llcker at a drug store or 
at church, you cud get him that way. The 

grates! t ruble is, he dont drink liker, 
••.el her in church or out. If he was a church 
member you cud nock him out in a hurry. 
Wh\ do fOU want TOUT kind of people to 

drink Ucker In church? Dose it make them 

bttve nmie faith in you. the more they 
drink? Did fOU make Chcckaw. Hows and 
heia Mofl ken and Sidewinder! I he same 

<ia\ yoa made Adam? *Vbnt ((lor was 

Adam when he got dry? Did he have hair 

00 like an irishman or (eatheil like an 
rngel? 

Yours for more lite, DAVB. 



FREETHOUGHT FUNERALS 



IN THE HOUR OF GREAT NEED. 



Following is a list of the names and ad- 
dn s of Liberal speakers v/ho are pre- 
pared <<> conduct funeral services over the 
M of deceased Freethinkers. 

On account Of probabljg^dolay It would 
be advisible to call tin m T>> tele-ram. 

Joeephlne k. Henry, Versailles, Ky. 

Dr. .!. H. Wilson, L'of, Fast Fourth Street, 

Cincinnati, oido. 

Parker n. Beroombe, Bdltor Tomorrow. 
L89 Baal 56th Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

John EL Charlesworth, Lexington, Ky. 

Marion YV. .\larh\v. Bucklin, Kansas. 

A. J. Olanaen, Bt ansgar, Iowa. 



THE FOUNTAIN FILLED WITH BLOOD. 

< By It. D. Fausett.) 
There was i fountain tilled with blood 

Dawn from reformers veins, 

The gospel smiles beneath that flood 
Through all her guilty stains. 

The papal-thief rejoiced to see 
Thai fountain m his day, 

And present grafters, vile as he, 
Would in the blood-pool play. 

i 

Since I, by reason, saw the stream 
Tin; grafters parte supply, 

R( da ming truth has been my theme, 

And shall he till I die. 

Then other tOttgllO ■'. i" nobler song, 

Will sing Man's power to save, 
Winn this poor lisping, stammering 



Lies sih nt in the grave. 

our martyred Heroes preciooi blood 

Shall never loose Its power 
Till all this .sickening myth of "God" 
Is sunk to rise no more. 



ejBssj 
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PAINE CENTENNIAL. 

Funds Needed by Association To Help In 
Arranging Big Program. 



NOW IS THE ACCEPTED TIMS. 
Liberal Friends: — 

The world is in\ Country and to do good 
is my Religion — Thus wrote Thomas Paine 
more than a centur> ago and those 
were echoed round the world for the 
reasm that they contain all that IN H •■« - 
tu! end practical in ethics or religion. 

As a rationalist of twenty-flve years 
standing and a I'liiladclphian by birth — the 
cit> in which Paine was a lesident for 
eight yaw and where he was made an 
author, Where lie was in dally communica- 
tion with Thomas Jefferson, Dr. Thomas 
Cooper, Dr. Priestly and John Felth and 
other eminent thinken and scientists, i 
feel that something ought to be done in 

celebrating the oentennary of his deatfl 

which takes place next year in the city of 

New York, eleven monthe ret remaii to 
prepare tor (he event and i hope your read* 

ers will send what they are able to spare 

to Dr. Foote. Treaann r of Paine Memo- 
rial Association. 

It is a strange fact among liberals, that 
the gn at majority do not contribute with 
the same seal to help the practical side of 
Palne'l philosophy and I think the most im 
portent (to do good,) of Paine's work; 
another strange fact remains that tWO Of 
the most remarkable men that put Pain, 
philosophy Into praetiee were Philadelph- 
lans, Stephen Girard end Jamee Lick, who 

first carded OB the piano business in 
partnership with Mr. Meyer, and afterward 
fare |I0.000 toward erecting Paine Hall, 
Boston. Of C.irard's works you are familiar. 
Both applied Paine's religion of "doing 
good." 

If Paine's works did not contain some 
practical method of good work it would not 

hare appealed to me. The v. ML 0. e-'i 

are doing practical work mapped out by 
Paine. Will the Liberals of the world 
■tend pat wkh the Paine Memorial Assocla- 

tion and help us make this oentennary ■ 
luccen — or let the innlTersar of the man 

who did more than any other man to throw 
light upon revealed religion go down to 
oblivion. 

How many will contribute what thej 

gave to the preacher— in one year inward 

celebrating the imnivcrsurv of the deafb 

of the man who relieve 1 them from paying 

paw rent for SVSrl Tin re were only four 
persons at Paine's funeral a century a go. 

Will you attend or send the COmfortor, 
The doilar, our programme !s large and 
we exped men of national reputation. Our 
expenses will be ureal tO mafci it what we 
desire. 

With no national Organisations in the 
field. I would like the admit ers in every 
state to get busy at once and 8T< ryone who 

have been benefited by Paine'i wrtttngi and 

who wishes to be represented on our pro- 
gramme to write to Dr. Foote or yours 
truly, 

JAMES a ELLIOTT. See y. 

3575 Wallace Street. 
Philadelphia. Pa. 



Blade and Text Books. 

KEELEK, CALIF. — I see you have in 
the Blade Textbooks. I should like to 
obtain the Whole list. Please forward the 
same C. O. 1). Find enclosed $1.50 for one 

rear*! inhterlptlon to the Blade. 

H. A. SHAFFER. 



Criticism From a Believer. 



LOUI8VILLB, KY. Having been a reader 
of your publication, known us the "Blue 
Grass Blade" for some time and I have 
noted carefully your doctrine comments, 
letters, and so forth of the different ad- 
tt< rente of your belief, if such it may be 
called I would beg that you give my few 
remarks, some consideration. 

ng been a stud nt for some time of 
"Astronomy," "Botany," "QeolOfy," Religion 
and other things not on this order. I am 
an electrician by trad.-. But 1 am always 
very much interested in discussions of a 

d< ep nature and that, is why I 1 ake so mnoa 
interest In your paper. To begin with, I 
am a Christ inn, a Sunday-school teacher, a 
very cart ful render of the "Bible." I have 
always been much Interested in church 
work Of all lands for the further advance- 
ment Of the Christian faith. So you can 
ISC where I stand. 1 have two friends who 
are PTeethinkeri and I highly respect them 
and from all evidences which I can see they 
highly respect me. 

Since his world is only a minor planet 
even of the system of which it is a member 
and the universe stretches out millions of 
milt il beyond it. in every direction contain- 
ing hundreds of worlds and systems and 
suns, if we are to believe astronomy, and 
man is the highest Of all living creatures 
here <»n this tittle speck of matter in the 
universe. I sometimes wonder how that 
he came bq puffed up with his importance 
and his knowledge after all. Science has 
merely toratehed the surface of the earth. 
1 would still think that it is in its infancy, 
the qnestioa With me Ifl this- How could 
a human b. ing. with all his ignorance of 
the universe and things ?e1 to be discover- 
ed through -» it nee and other forms of inves- 
tigation, think that he is the highest form of 
develops n1 i that I Qe life 'hat a human 
being possesses is the only lit***, that there 
is no Ufa no When in the ■inverse, nor 
'being" that is superior to himself; how 
could he positively affirm that to be true? 
Where is nil proof that there is no God? 
Why has he faith in such logic? Are there 
any other forms of life manifested, superior 
or inferior to man's life, in the universe? 
W ith all of our boasted knowledge and ad- 
vancement we are profoundly ignorant of 
such a question. 

Ooncernini the Christian faith as I see 
it. I would say this: We also are ignorant 
of the existence of a Qod, 'hat is to say, I 
do not know that there Is a Cod In the same 
manner that I know that this city exists, in 
Which 1 live. I know that "Louisville" ex- 
ists. I see it. 1 live in the city. I also am 
ignorant of Cod's existence. I can say 
that He is: I cannot say that He is not. 
Hut by faith alono I certainly believe that 
lb la IMubting "Thomas" believed after 
seeing: He must have been from Missouri. 
"Blessed are they that believe without hav- 
ing seen"' were the wordl of "the Christ." 

It seems that there is a great purpose 
to be carried out in Cod s plan that of 
"faith," it could be easy for all the world 
to believe if they could see God. Other- 



wise, as it is now, the thing is different. 
It takes no faith for me to believe that 
Louisville exists, but it does take "faith" 
to belli re that God exists. All those who 
a: • Freethinkers have "faith" in that doc- 
trine and yet you may be at error in your 
belief. The same may be said of Christi- 
anity. The believers of both creeds have 
faith in it. What I am trying to show in 
my humble way is this: 'faith" is the main 
thing in both beliefs in order that you may 
have followers. 

There is no more unreasonableness in 
having the Christian religion based on faith 
a ion. . 'han it requires faith to believe it: 
any other doctrine. I believe that Christ 
arose from the dead. I believe in the doc- 
trine that He was born of a virgin, without 
lexnal contact with any man. I care not 
for the argument as to how, the philos phj 
of it all bothers not me. I do not under- 
stand it I know. It is contrary to nature 
I admit, but if there is a God at all He Is 
vastly superior to me in His knowledge and 
in His power over the manifestations of 
nature, I am too ignorant of the possibil- 
ities of nature to doubt that this event 
could not be a fact. Nature rPTOall God at 
work. I cannot understand all the phe- 
nomena of nature anyway, otherwise why 
does it require twenty one ye ars to make 
a full grown ma»\ why not forty-one or 
eleven 1 Twenty-Jne years seems a long 
time to make a man who, after all, may be 
■napped out. of existence in an Instant but 
:m s is Cod's way and so be it. The birth 
of Christ in that manner was also one of 
His mysterious wa>s past finding out. 

Canst thou by searching find out God? 
Canst thou find out the Almighty unto 
perfection? (Job II. chap.. 7 verse.) 

I believe that it is possible for us to live 
again af'er death for the simple reason that 
it would b.> absurd to think that, what 
ever power, call it God if . ou will, brought 
us into this existence, could not if it de- 
sired bring us back into another existence, 
from nothing, if it desired to do so it 
would have power, the same as at t»-st. 
This is not hard for me to believe, it looks 
reasonable. With all good will and respect 
to vou I remain. CLARENCE tf. JOHNSON. 



The Cart Before The Horse. 



BEAR RIVER, MINN. — Don't send me 
vour paper— have no time or energy to 
M>end fighting mythical gods. There can be 
no rreethonsjht, until the masses are eman- 
cipated from Wage Slavery. The I. W. W. 
and S. P. are best fitted for the 1ob. 

D. ARNET LYONS. 



Just What He Wanted. 



MOORHEAD, MINN. — Enclosed find 
seventy live cents (75 cents,) for six months 
subscription to the Blade. Someone has 
sent me some sample copies and It is just 
what I am looking for. You can call on 
me for $5.00 if Teddy gets after you. Please 
send copies to names given. 

T. W. BOSSHARD. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 



Struck Fruitful Soil. 



EUREKA, TEXAS— I was quite agree- 
ably surprised about thl first ol this month 
when my mail arrived to Dud I copy of the 
Blue Grass Blade. Although a citizen of 
Texas for the last thirty .wars, I was born 
in Kentucky in the year 18*j3, «'tnd remained 
a citizen of thit grand oh! state until I 
came to the yet Grander, ' The Lone Star 
State," and I felt as if I had received a 
letter from some long time forgotten friend. 
I do not know wnether my guardian ang'd 
has been thoughtful of my welfare, and 
caused some friend to send the Blade to my 
address, or lha! the enterprising publisher 
is angling for rabecribere, end leal it may 
be the latter, who will be held Dp in his 
gratuity by the new postal regulations, I 
enclose a Post office Mont f Order for 

seventy-five rents (7." CtS.), which ^ill he* P 
the Blade coming until I can do better. 
I shall endeavor to secure a club of at least 
five subscribers for the Blad< . t am d< eply 
interested in scientific questions, please 
send me the issue of the Blade in which the 
origin of our Planet is discussed, it wai 
referred to in the issue of the 7 inst., under 
the title of Man's Origin and Destiny. 

I have been for the last fifty-four fears, 
like a ship without a oompan, floating in 
the social sea of unrest, consoQuenl from 

the impracticable, superstitious and unjust 
cults and tenets promulgated by both the 
religious and political organizatiens of this 
country; but fortunately in my old age 1 
have found a compass that is likely to ■teor 
me right through the remainder of my life. 
1. e. The Church of Humanity. I being one 
of the charter member*,. 

Whilst my trials through life have not at 
any time been as severe as those to which 
Jas. E. Hughes was subjected. V I I have 
had through a long and eventful life a ter- 
rity of horrors to the tranquility of a happy 
contented life, i. e. I have been consider* 
ably ostracized, on account of both religion 
and political ideas that were not in accord 
with those entertained by my neighbors, 
and also by financial embarrasments. Bomc 
day I may send to the Blade a synopsis of 
my struggle up from Romanism to The 
Church of Humanity and from whiskylsin 
to socialism. 

I am, what I style a self-made Tnfbb I, M 
I had become from reading the Bible with 
a "critic's eye" an avowed Freethought ad- 
vocate before I had a chance io read my 
infidel of freethought work. 1 have a man- 
uscript criticizing the Bible, beginning wilh 
Genesis and ending with Revelations, thai 
I entitled a self made Infidel, but owing 
to financial inability have not done any- 
thing with it. — E. A. BYRNE. 



Now Do Ye Likewise. 

MUNCIE, IND. — Enclosed you will find 
United States Express Order for $1.50, for 
which you will please send the Blade to my 
friend, W. Y. Buck. 

I hope that every friend and read* r of the 
Blade, will send you at least one new sib* 
scriber every month, for there is no other 
Freethought publication in the world, that 
Is doing a greater amount of effective work, 
In emancipating the people from tin i 
nlclous power of priestcraft, than the Blue 
Grass Blade. 

The redoubled efforts which theocrats 
and plutocrats are now making, to prolong 
their devilish, unholy life, and to continue 
the enslavement of the race, ought to stimu- 
late every lover of humanity to lncreasd 



effort, and 1 know of no means that Ration- 
alists can employ, to thwart the evil de- 
signs of these twin monsters, than an active 
effort to double and if possible quadruple 
the circulation of your magnificent paper. 
With many kind wishes, I am j ours always, 
T. J. BOWLES. 



High Praise For The Blade. 



BNERA, OHIO.— A sample copy of your 
runt 21, was received and read 
with pleasure. I enclose you a year's sub- 
scription, $1.50 for the following reasons. 

I use to n the Blade when its founder 
Moore was the Bdltor, but his Editorials 
*ef o bit ' ' :• against the So< ialists, and I 
cut it out. Mr. Moore was good authority 
On the Bible and his Freethought education 

pre ed I little past the Mistakes 
Ol Moses And one would judge by the 
Bladi at that time that the Bible was the 
ontj Book on earth that was full of super- 
set ion. To the educated and Scientific So- 
cialist the Bibles are only the primers of 

0 and puperstltton and they repre- 
sent ii;' b< st Literature the race could pro- 
duce at that lime and When we remember 
tlm4 thej had recently came down from the 
loi end had tegun to walk In a per- 
pendicular manner we ere struck with awe 
an 1 wonder sf their description of the "Rid- 
dl< Of the l'niv< tsc." It was the truth at 
thai time for no one at that time was able 
to fire any other bvpothesis. So It is to- 
day many of our college text-hooks on his- 
tory, economics, laws and political economy 
srt ns full of superstition as the bible. It 

II preposteroui for us to think that the hu- 
man race has only produced one supersti- 
tious book. 

T | m glad to see the Blade give the 
primi r of Ignorance ■ Pest and pay some 
Attention to the higher calculus of modern 
luperstltioo ai expounded by Teddy the 
Tail and Qraft, and Bryan the hot 
air orator of the Platee. They are all in 
cahoot with QoA and th» Capitalist class, 
tad no doubt it shall come to pass that the 
Capitalist class and Cod will be elected to 
rule over us for tour more long years of 
howling prosperity for Cod and themselves. 

What i the price of the four text-books? 
Ceolopy, Zoology, Astronomy, and Botany 
deliv red ti me by express prepaid all in 
on< ord< r ai advertised In your Correspond- 
i nee School I am not taking the course 
i t the reason that I am too busy with other 
reading. Fraternally, 

DR. J. L. HTGBIE. 



Going Back Into History. 



CORNHLL, WIS. — Please give me the 
columns of your paper to ask J. S. McKin- 
ney, of Excelsior, Wisconsin, to apologize 
for bis < rror in saying through the columns 
Of the Blade, that he had never had a fight 
in hia life and wanted to join in with you 
to try Uncle Sam a twirl. J. S. McK. is 
wrong about this and I can prove it. I 
else Irani to say to him that Uncle Sam is 
a much larger man than is Dave Galloway, 
Whom J. S. McK. broke his fist on because 
Drive would not pay for some work he had 
done. Now John, show your right hand, 
that ll self-evident. John's second offense 
with the Christian revivalists in 1884 
When he had three preachers in his wool, 
and one of them a woman, at that. Think 
back, John. Do you remember the old 
Rustic, the old county paper, and how you 
fought those people 



give you god's address so you could write 

him about the holy ghost calling at Jos- 
seph's residence while Joseph was away 
and about the holy ghost becoming the 
father of a boy whom the Christians palm 
off as the savior of the world? Now John, 
think back, and acknowledge the corn. I 
don't disagree With you and your religion, 
DUt you must keep right up to the truth or 
i won't acknowledge you as my cousin. 

W. E. MORGAN. 



SOCIALISM AND CHRIST. 

We hare Just received ■ copy of a well 
written pamphlet entitled "Socialism con- 
d< mm (I by Christ" from the pen of H. S. 
\\ blunt, of England, being a reply to Philip 
Bnowden on 'The Christ that is to be." 

The author goes deeply into both Isms 
;iimI draw- mini' nan sharp and pointed 
comparisons, contrasts, between them. It 
is | tail and complete answer to those who 
are standing for a so-called Christian ?So- 
Cialism, and among other things it gives the 
following: 

Christ is the great enemy of humankind. 
These s< . -in strong statements but they 
Are easily proved once prejudice is set 

aside, 

Socialism stands for universal wealth. 

' 'lirist for universal poverty. 

Boclalirni stand tor rebellion. 

Christ tor submission. 

Boclallsm for thii world. 

Christ for the iK'xt world. 
Socialism stands for reliance on 
effort. 

Christ for reliance on god. 
Boclallsm stands for courage. 
Christ for meekness and humility. 
Socialism stands for the human 

• fot sjod'l chosen people. 
Socialism stamls for eojual iustice. 
Christ for intolerance and bigotry. 
Boclallsm stands for the emancipation of 

woman. 
Christ for her degeneration. 

^Socialism stands for human reason. 
Christ f<>r faith la sji 1 

Socialism ami-; for human knowledge. 
Chriat for revelation from god. 



Tomorrow Hagazine 

is the only publication in the world that 
deals with all human problems from the 
Impersonal Viewpoint. 

It is published expressly f >- those who 
wish to see how their own cherished be- 
liefs and sacred notions appear In the 
nude, stripped of all racial bla3 and preju- 
dice. 

By reading this magazine you will 
to draw all your conclusions from 
mental principles, L e., you will learn to 
think correctly. 

bPECIAI^-We will send three month 
trial subscription for fifteen cents If you 
are not already a subscriber. The regular 
price of To-Morrow Is ten cents per copy 
or $1.00 per year. This office may be 
withdrawn at any time, so you had better 
write NOW. 

TO-MORROW PUBLISHING CO., 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 



Give 'Em Fits. 



That's what "Til K 
SCAKLKT SUA DOW," 
Walter Hurt's groit Kd« 
leal novel, doja to the 
forces of bigotry and su- 
iMisiition. And the sec- 
ular press of the eountry, 
goaded hy the ohunh 
element, Is throwing a 
over It, too. No othor 
novel of this deoadt has 
been so widely and so 
bitterly donouncod by 
orthodox rritles — which 
is HuffiHont proof that it 
is all rlpht. It has Oft* 
ated a censation In con- 

0^>u servativc olrclos nnd 
I aused consternation 
BBb among the clergy. 
It Is onthusiastloally 
endorsed hy b «4tng 
Freelthlnkers through- 
out the world. You all 
kt -.w tlOW Burt can write and In this hook 
he Is at ids best. It is an elegant volume, 
fit to ornament the finest library; containing 
422 pages, printed on h. avy I f IH s H Pai'^ 
and bound In ox-blood cloth. 
Trice $1.60. postpaid. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, 

Ky. 



O. M. ROBINSON 



Violin Maker 




NO. 12 
E. Scvcnth St. 



ST. PAUL, 



Buy your violins and get your repair- 
ing done by a man of 50 years experience 
and will guarantee everything or no sale 



The Wage Slave 



A Socialist Weekly, that advocates Indus- 
trial liilonlsm. 

Revolutionary to the core. 

EDITED BY A FREETHINKER. 

S 

The enemy of everything that supports the 
existing social order. 
Send for sample copy. 

Address: The Wage Slave, Box 337, Hancock, 



A. M. STIRTON. Editor 



Secular Thought 

A Fortnightly Journal of Rational Criti- 
cism In Politics, Science and Religion. 



Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO 8ECULAR SOCIETY. 

Kditor - - - J. Spencer Ellis. 
Published at 185% Queen St. West, To- 
ronto, Canada. Terms, $1 per annum, in 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Editorial de- 
partment should be addressed — 

J. Spencer Ellis, "Secular Thought," 
185% Queen St. West. Toronto, Can. 
All Husiness communications, orders for 
books, printing, etc., should be addressed— 

C. M. BLLtt, Proprietor and Publisher, 
Secular Thought, 

185% Queen St. West, 

Toronto, Can. 

16 (MEDIUM) SIZE 

Men's New Thin Model Watches 

If A.MPDKX -'"So. 104," 23 Jewels, $30; 
-Win. M« Kinley", 21 jewels, $22; same, 17 
jewels. $12; "General Stark," 17 jewels, 
$10; 15 jewels, $8; 7 jewels, $5.50. 

WALTHAM: "Riverside Maximus," 23 
[ewels, $50; "Riverside," 19 jewels, $21; 
"P. S. Bartlett" 17 jewels, $12.50; 15 Jewels, 
$8; 7 jewels, $6. 

BLOIN— "No. 156," or "162" 21 Jewels. 
$49; "Veritas" 21 jewels. $27; "243," 17 
jewel*, $22; "242" 17 Jewels, $18; "241." 
17 jewels. $12: "340," 17 jewels, $10; 15 
jewels, $8; 7 jewels, $6. 

CASES — All the above in the new Thin 
Model Silverine Screw Cues, In Fahy's, 
Crown or Deuber filled gold ease, guaran- 
teed by the manufacturers for 20 years, 
trttlUc band chased or plain. $3, or hunt- 
ing case. $5 more. In 25 year ease, $2 more 
than in 20 year case. In cases guaranteed 
for all time, screw. $8, or hunting. $10 
more than In Silverine case. Prices of 
solid gold cases on application. 

Every Watch Guaranteed Fresh and New 
from Factory (no "shopk • ; is.,), an accu- 
rate time keeper and. if well used, good for 
lifi y jrean or longer. Will bo kept In order foi 
one fear. D ew af e of "Special" movements 
nnd cases, made nobody knows where, and 
which you cannot price intelligently and 
buy everywhere, Also beware of die work 
"engraved" cases— they are a fraud. Those 
lilted above are known to be the best 
watches made, and if watch is new and 
perfect, you are safe to buy them where the 
price is lowest. I pay freight. 

Describe closely what you want and let 
me send you cuts and prices— also of my 
Freethought Badges and Ingersoll Spoons, 
Ring Gauge and my groat little tract, 
"Theism In The Crucible," free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

LaGrange, Cook Co., Ills. 



Six Popular Books Sent Free 



As a matter of advertisement and to In 
DTtaat the circulation of our advanced thought 
literature, we will send the following six books 
free to every reader of this magazine who will 
co-operate with us: 

CONCENTRATION: The road to Success. 

by Henry Harrison Brown. This Is a book 
containing 12S pages, written in plain and sim- 
ple language by this popular author of New 
Thought books. It Is a clear nnd practical 
tr.-atiso on the attainment of success In every 
walk of life. Price, finely bound In cloth and 
gold. $1.00; paper cover, 50c. 

THE CELESTIAL LIFE, by Frederick W. 
Hurry. A new book of 144 pages, full of bril- 
liant presentations of truth, highly optlmlstlo 
throughout and directing the way to light, life 
and power. Handsomely printed and bound 
Price, cloth and gold, $1.00; paper cover, 50< 



SPRIGS OF POETRY, by Norris C. 

LL. D.. Colorado's favorite poet. This book 
Is like a harp of a thousand strlngs---five 
hundred poems, on such a variety of subjects 
that no render may fail to strike a harmon» 
lous chord. It contains fifteen beautiful Illus- 
trations. °rlce, leatherette, 50c; cloth and 
gold. $1.00. 

LOST IN THE BOTTOMLESS PIT, by J 

Ho w ard Cashmere. An answer to Ernest 
BaeekeTl "Riddle of the Universe." It pre- 
sents a new hypothesis for the solution of 
problems of life and mind. Over 200 pages of 
Inspiration. Round only In cloth and gold. 
Price $1.00. 

SIDEREAL SIDELIGHTS, by Charles LouIk 
Bf Wtr , author of "The Elder Prother" and 

Stopping-stones to Heaven." This Is a well 
printed book, containing ■ number of profound 
nnd brilliant lectures on Socialistic and New 
Thought lines. Price, In paper cover only, 50c. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT NEW THOUGHT, by 

Julia Poton Soars. M. D. Tho whole world Is 
asking "What Is New Thought " This booklet 
answers In a Hoar and concise fashion that 
satisfies. Trice 10c. 

If you wish to socure any or all of the atja W> 
books, send ten cents In stamps or cm* 
sample copies of our M t aa esd Thougm 
II. -at Ions, and we will send you 9vr~*m 
blanks which will onable you to wr^m* t> 
above books free. Address 

.THE BALANCE PUBLISHING mm... 
1700 Welton Street 



The People's Press 



Fearless in its advocacy of Freethought 



Published weekly at 111 Blue Island Ave., 
, Chicago, DL 

J. B. Lenau Publisher. 

Official paper of the Materialist Association. 

Subscription, 50 Cents a Year. 
In Canada, or Foreign Countries, $1,001 Year. 
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BLUE GEASS BLADE 



The First and Only Complete Edition of 

VOLTAIRE'S WORKS \ 

ever published in English has Just been completed by the | 

CRAFTSMEN OF THE ST. HUBERT GUILD 1 

New transition* by WILMAM P. FLEMING, Including the Notes of TOBIAS fc . 

SMOLLETT, T v cv cd and Modernized A Critique and Biography £ 

by tfu RT. HON. JOHN MORLEY, M. P. I 

WIDESPREAD intrrcs* \. is prevailed in the publication of this great author's works, as it £ 

ure. The real history of Voltaire's life anil the • 

true char i u-r oM.iS writiugs have been denied English-reading people until this work ^« 
K 

\ ii v.e is eminent alike as historian, Mjre, Mtlrlst, wit, phllosooher, economic, T 

drniratlst, pod, essayist, as the champion ot mental liberty and the toe of In.olerance in til S 

inform*. His historical writings are the creation of one who was the admired friend of the A 

S • gnsof I v. Histories written with such opportunities ^iin in every way. His VOlOBM s j 

on " The Age of Louia XIV" axe by the one man best fitted to treat the Grand Monarch and b.s C. 

environiii' ML SJ 

' I \ Henriade" is the greatest masterpiece of Epic poetry ever written and the most eloquent ^ 

presentation of reli^.ous »o|f ration the world has ever known. His tragedies are the most prised a 
CUisies ( f Frames, and his 1 >ramas have been played a hundred years. 

The "P' ilosophical Dictionary" la the best known of Voltaire's works. The writings are •> 

lucid and self-explanatory, an inexhaustible compendium of information and delighttul enter- A 
taiuuient. He was among the first great Encyclopedists. 

Voltaire w is the precursor of a new civilization. As much credit must be given him as 

any man in all history for the permanent est ebllsh meat of this great American Republic. TStfl & 

Is scarcely any successful reform movement, among the many to tbe credit of the nineteenth cew 'J> 

tury, wbicb was not eltucr originated or pioneered by Voltaire. k 



A Future Life 




Atheism and fanaticism are the two 
poles of a universe of confusion and horn . r. 
The narrow tone of virtue is between 
those two. March with a firm step in that 
path; believe in God and do good. 

— Voltaihb 



FORTY- THREE HANDSOME VOLUMES 
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